
Kyra Franchetti was only 2 years old when she was shot twice in the back while she slept by her father, who 
then set his house on fi re and killed himself in a murder-suicide. Kyra’s murder was entirely preventable. 

Kyra was the subject of a child custody case in Nassau County. Repeated warnings and pleas to keep Kyra safe 
were dismissed. The bills below are inspired by Kyra’s custody case and murder to protect other children from 
abusive and murderous parents while going a divorce or child custody case in New York.

K Y R A’ S  L AW

A10328 (Paulin) / S8952 (Harckham) 
As the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission report 
highlighted in January, forensic child custody 
evaluations lack accountability, standards, oversight, and 
transparency which has resulted in tragic consequences, 
including child homicides. Commission members 
called for a moratorium until all of the Commission’s 
recommendations can be implemented to prevent harm 
to children.

A2375-C (Dinowitz) / S6385-B (Hoylman)
This bill passed both the Assembly and the Senate and 
will be sent to Governor Kathy Hochul.
Creates a statewide training mandate for forensic child 
custody evaluators on family violence, trauma, and child 
abuse.

A3314 (Hunter) / S1584 (Sanders) 
Sets up parameters around supervised visits to better 
protect children who are abused by a parent.

A10087-A (Paulin) / S8578-B (Harckham) 
This bill passed unanimously in the Senate.
Child custody evaluators are currently allowed to appear 
as expert witnesses against the parent who sought the 
evaluator’s removal.

A8110 (Weinstein) / S0753 (Biaggi)
Grants parents access to the evaluation reports in keeping 
with their right to due process.

A3503 (Hevesi) / S7742 (Palumbo)
As noted by the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission, the 
forensic child custody evaluation process is fraught with 
bias, inequity, and a statewide lack of standards, and allows 
for rampant discrimination and violations of due process, 
which has resulted in tragic consequences, including child 
homicides. 

S9122 (Skoufi s)
This bill ends quasi-immunity for forensic child custody 
evaluators and other court o�  cials. Their immunity stands 
in stark contrast to other participants in the process, such 
as the attorneys for the parents or privately retained expert 
witnesses, who can be held accountable through civil 
liability actions in the event their conduct falls below a 
reasonable standard of care.

ALL OF THESE BILLS ARE COMMON SENSE MEASURES.

A5398-A (Hevesi) / S7425-A (Kaplan)
Kyra’s Law passed unanimously (15-0) in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee.
Kyra’s Law will make child safety the top priority in 
family court; expand the current, weak judicial training 
requirement on family violence and child abuse to ensure 
our judges who make life-and-death decisions have the 
needed skills to properly assess these dangerous and 
lethal cases; and addresses critical shortcomings in child 
custody cases that result in children being abused at 
epidemic rates. 

MANDATING TRAINING FOR FORENSIC CHILD CUSTODY EVALUATORS 

BANNING TERMINATED FORENSIC CHILD CUSTODY 
EVALUATORS FROM SERVING AS EXPERT WITNESSES

MORATORIUM ON FORENSIC CHILD CUSTODY EVALUATORS 

REFORMING SUPERVISED VISITATION 

PROVIDES ACCESS TO FORENSIC CHILD EVALUATOR REPORTS 

ELIMINATE THE USE OF FORENSIC CHILD CUSTODY EVALUATORS 

REMOVING UNWARRANTED QUASI-IMMUNITY
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